CHAPTER XXVII
SACRIFICE OF THE KING'S SON
WITH the case of the Swedish king Aun or On, who sacrificed
nine of his own sons in order to prolong his own life, we may
compare the case of some Chagga chiefs on Mount Kiliman-
jaro in East Africa. About them we are told that " it is said
that formerly when a chief was seriously ill he would first
sacrifice animals in great numbers to his own ancestors, then
to the ancestors of those chiefs who had been vanquished and
killed, and finally to the ancestors of all those whom he had
killed in war. The great Chief Rongoma even sacrificed his
own first-born son to Ruwa, and the same, is told of other
Chiefs in olden days." 1
Elsewhere I have alluded to the vicarious sacrifice of
animals instead of men. I may here illustrate the practice
by a few examples. The Ekoi, a tribe of Southern Nigeria,
appear to have formerly sacrificed human beings at their
festival of first-fruits. But since they have been forbidden to
do so by the British Government they have substituted Drill
Apes or ant-hills, which they call " bushmen", for the
human victims.2 At Urua Eye, as at Kwa Ibo, in Southern
Nigeria, human sacrifices were offered by the fisher-folk to
the God of the River in order to bribe him into sending rich
hauls. Abassi Esuk, the God of the Beach, received similar
offerings should the rainy season be unduly delayed, or if
there was unusual dearth of water during the dry season.
1 C. Dimdas, Kilimanjaro and its    doubtful.    As to the  Swedish king
People^ p.  190.    Ruwa is the chief    Aun or  On,  see   The  Dying God,
god.    His name is identical with that    pp. 160 sq.
of the Sun, but whether he is identified        * P. A. Talbot, In the Shadow oj the
with the great luminary seems to be     Bush, pp. 77 sq.
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